
Assisting Baptist churches to send God-called missionaries to fulfi ll church-planting missions in the nations of the world
News & Reports

OCTOBER 2024VOL. 84 | NO. 10 BFMNOW.ORG

Baptist Faith Missions

"And...they rehearsed all that God had done with them, and how He had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles." -Acts 14:27 www.bfmnow.org

25 YEARS IN 
FRANCE!
John Mark & Judy Hatcher are 
celebrating 25 years of discple-
making in France.
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NEW SCHOOL 
YEAR IN KENYA
Students from 7 di� erent 
countries are represented in 
Roger Tate's classes.  
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THANKSGIVING 
CONFERENCE
Join us in Michigan for our 69th 
Annual Thanksgiving Conference!
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THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING
What is the Thanksgiving 
O� ering? What is it used for? 
Why do we collect it?
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FAMILIES ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER AT PEDRAS VIVAS
were picked out for them to 
pray for each other and get 
to have fellowship and know 
each other better. � e families 
are really enjoying this. We 
pray that it well help them to 
encourage each other. 
     We are also planning bap-
tism in the new baptistry. 
    We are encouraging the 
members to visit the people 
who live in the area they live 
in. Make friends and invite 
them to church. May God help 
us to reach out to more people. 
Since so many people live far 
from the church and many 
don’t have transportation, we 
want to start using the bus 
again. Pray with us that God 
will give us a driver willing to 
do this ministry. 
     Love in our Savior,
     Odali and Kathy Barros

     September 19, 2024
     Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
     We want to thank all those 
who support our ministry 
through your prayers and sup-
port. May God bless each of 
you.
     � e ministries are doing 
well. � e ministry of Ubim has 
been blessed with new work-
ers. � ey are doing great and 
enjoying the ministry. � ey are 
being a wonderful blessing.
     � ey are planning a special 
day for children day in Octo-
ber. It is so wonderful to see 
young people getting involved. 
     We started a new thing at the 
Pedras Vivas Church where I 
pastor. We put 
the names of 
each family on 
a paper, then 
each family 
picks out a 
name to pray 
for during the 
week. This 
month we did 
this a little dif-
ferent. Two 
family names 

Odali & Kathy 
Barros
odali_kathy@hotmail.com
Iranduba, Amazonas
Brasil, S.A.

View more pictures
on our FaithWorks Blog at bfmnow.org
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NEW YEAR STARTS WITH STUDENTS 
REPRESENTING 7 COUNTRIES

September 8, 2024
Greetings in the name of Jesus 

Christ,
First of all, let me apologize 

for not writing a newsletter 
last month. Here is my lame 
excuse – Julie was in the United 
States visiting family and I was 
struggling with Chloe here in 
Kenya and just trying to make 
it through the month. I felt like I 
didn’t have much to write about 
except: Monday – struggled with 
Chloe; Tuesday – struggled with 
Chloe; Wednesday – struggled 
with Chloe, etc. I recognize that 
it is a lame excuse so, again, I 
apologize.

This month, however, we 
have opened up a new school 
year a� er seeing our graduates 
o�  from last year. It is exciting to 
welcome the new students and 
to see what God is doing and is 
going to do with them in Kenya 
and the world. As always, one 
of my greatest prayer requests 
for many of these students is 
� nances. � e economy in Kenya 
continues to struggle (thus, the 
many riots and demonstrations 

by the Gen-Z’s in Nairobi and 
around the country that have 
caused so much trouble) and 
most of the students have dif-
� culties even raising the money 
for their fees. But one of my 
goals is to see all of these stu-
dents educated in the Bible and 
ministry and graduated at the 
end of their studies. � erefore, 
I continue to work with each of 
them to ensure they all eventu-
ally wear their regalia at gradu-
ation and go out to minister the 
Word and the love of Jesus to 
God’s people and the world. 

One of the things that con-
tinues to thrill my heart is the 
growing group of international 
students that we have at the 
school. Our four Congolese 
students graduated in July and 
have moved on to either further 
studies or to return to Congo 
to minister to their people and 
their country. However, with 
returning and new students we 
now have seven countries repre-
sented within our student body. 
Of course, we have students 
from all over Kenya and many 
Kenyan tribes represented. 
Some of our returning students 
also come from Uganda, South 
Sudan, India, and Tanzania. 
Our South Sudanese student 
has not been home to see his 
wife and children in over two 
years because it would be too 
dangerous to try and travel in 
and out of his village. He wants 
to travel back just once, a� er he 
graduates this year, to minimize 
the travel and the danger. When 
he does return, there will be no 
open and usable roads to his 
home, and he will have to � y 
into a small airstrip and then 
continue his ministry to his 
people and his village. In addi-

tion to these returning students, 
we now have new students from 
other countries. We now have a 
student from Indonesia. He also 
will not return home until he 
graduates and returns to Indone-
sia to minister the Word and the 
love of Jesus to his people. � e 
other two international students 
I need to be very careful about 
when I talk about them, because 
of their situations. I will not be 
able to disclose their origins or 
their destinations, in order to 
keep them safe.

One is from an undisclosed 
African country who also works 
as a missionary to another undis-
closed African country. I wish I 
could describe even what he is 
doing for the Kingdom of Christ, 
but I want to keep him and his 
ministry safe. � e other student 
comes from even farther away, but 
we need to keep him safe as well.

I mention these international 
students because I am excited to 
know we are teaching the Word 
and ministering to people who 
will be taking the gospel back with 
them to their own countries and 
ministering God’s grace to their 
own people. � ey are not more 
important or more exciting than 
our many Kenyan students, but 
it continues to thrill my heart to 
know that the reach of the gospel 
and the extent of Christ’s King-
dom is expanding as a result of 
our e� orts and ministry. I am 
impressed with all of our students, 
and I love them all and continue 
to pray that God would use them 
mightily in His service and for the 
Kingdom of His Son. I hope you 
all will continue to pray for them 
in this way as well. To the glory 
of God.

Blessings to all, 
Roger, Julie, & Chloe

Roger & Julie 
Tate
rojuta@gmail.com
P.O. Box 96
Kitale, Kenya
East Africa, 30200
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 
OF SHARING THE GOOD 
NEWS IN FRANCE

John Mark & 
Judy Hatcher
JMHatcher@aol.com
2 T Impasse de la Picardie
31830 Plaisance du Touch
France

September 2, 2024
Dear Fellow laborers,
We are back in France fol-

lowing a good trip to the USA 
for the wedding or our oldest 
granddaughter, Abigail. It 
was great to see friends and 
extended family members. 
Judy and I spent the last 
couple of weeks in Chicago 
where we had great moments 
with our children, their good 
spouses and eight grandchil-
dren! God has abundantly 
blessed us in more ways than 
we could ever count. Both of 
our children who live in Chi-
cago celebrated 20 years of 
marriage this summer. � eir 
children range from 9 to 16 
years old and are very enjoy-
able to be around.

David and Dulce celebrated 
their twenty years of mar-
riage by spending a week in 
Mozambique. Judy and I got 
to enjoy their children and 
Lydia and Adam's children 
during this time. It was won-
derful. But, “ya just gotta do 
whacha gotta do”!

Four days a� er our return 
we had a great baptismal ser-
vice at the encounter of two 
mountain rivers. Blandine, 
the hostess for our Bible stud-
ies in the city of L'Union fol-
lowed the Lord in baptism. 
She is the only person in this 
Bible study with “seekers” 
who has made a profession of 
faith. All of the participants 
are very interested. All of 

them drove nearly a couple 
of hours to be at the baptism. 
� ere were about 50 people at 
the baptismal service. Most of 
these were not believers. We 
tried to give a clear Gospel 
message, and all were very 
attentive.

A� er the baptism we had a 
picnic with those who attend-
ed. Judy, Philip, Amanda and 
I spent most of the a� ernoon 
discussing spiritual matters 
with those who were there. 
One lady, who started coming 
to the Bible study at Blan-
dine's home about a year ago, 
is delighted with what she is 
learning about Christ. She 
has not made a public pro-
fession of faith, but I would 
not be surprised if that hap-
pens soon. On March 15th 
(less than 6 months ago) she 
began reading her Bible. She 
has read the entire Old Testa-
ment, the Gospels and a good 
number of the epistles! Jesus 
declared, “Seek and you will 
� nd”!

Speaking of celebrations, 
in a couple of weeks Judy 
and I will complete 25 years 
of sharing the Good News in 
Southern France. Philip and 
Amanda have been our part-
ners in ministry for 23 years. 
Time passes fast. We thank 
God for the privilege of serv-
ing our Savior here. What a 
delight to see God change 
lives. � ank you for your par-
ticipation with us.

� ankfully in Christ,
John and Judy

HENSLEY
continued from page 8
when the sun is shining. God will make a way, He is AWESOME!!!

Barbara and I will be returning to Brazil on October 9th with the 
church we are attending here in Sebring, Florida on a fact-� nding trip. 
Our church wants to see if God is calling them to � nd a place where 
He is working and join with them to further His kingdom. We will 
be going to visit Caraguatatuba and see our family there and then go 
to Rio de Janeiro to visit an Indian tribe there. 

We covet your prayers on this trip. � ough we have been mission-
aries for many years there, we have always received the visitors, not 
been the people visiting. So, this will be a new journey for us.

In His service, 
Aj and Barbara

(PLUS: Blandine 
from L’Union 
Baptized!)

69th ANNUAL
THANKSGIVING MISSIONS 

CONFERENCE
in the interests of Baptist Faith Missions

NOVEMBER 11-12, 2024
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

Dearborn Heights, MI

CONFERENCE THEME:
WHAT IS THE VALUE OF A SOUL?

“...he that winneth souls is wise.” -Proverbs 11:30

Pastor Terry Adkins | 313.920.7389
pastorterrynewhope@yahoo.com

MONDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 11TH

 5:00 p.m. – Dinner
 6:30 p.m. – Music
 6:45 p.m. – Singing
 7:15 p.m. – Message, Pastor George Sledd
                    Jordan Baptist Church; Sanford, FL  
 8:00 p.m. – Singing
 8:25 p.m. – Message, Missionary Bobby Wacaser
                     Curitiba, Brazil

TUESDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 12TH

 9:45 a.m. – Message, John Moore, Member of Grace Baptist Church
                    Fairborn, OH, preparing for the ministry
10:30 a.m. – Singing
11:00 a.m. – Break  
11:10 a.m. – Message, Pastor Mark Campbell
                     Emmanuel Missionary Baptist Church; Salyersville, KY
12:00 Noon – CONFERENCE ENDING WITH LUNCH

mailto:JMHatcher@aol.com
mailto:pastorterrynewhope@yahoo.com
https://www.bfmnow.org/celebrating-25-years-of-sharing-the-good-news-in-france/
https://www.bfmnow.org/2024-thanksgiving-conference/
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The Wacasers (center) with men from Heritage Baptist Church 
(Lexington, Kentucky) and Jud Hatcher (far right)

BLESSED BY TEAM VISITING 
FROM VIRGINIA

September 3, 2024
Dear Friends, 
I really wanted to wait a few 

days to send my report last month 
because our visiting team from 
Virginia had just arrived and we 
were only begin-
ning our week of 
ministry together 
in the schools and 
streets of Curitiba, 
Brazil. I can now 
share with you 
that it truly was a 
blessed few days 
of sharing the 
gospel with stu-
dents and school 
staff. We were 
thrilled at the way 
the Lord moved 
in the hearts and 
lives of those that 
heard the gospel, 
and those that 
shared it. Pastor 
Jared Via has 
done a fantastic 
job of teaching and training his 
church what it means to be a fol-
lower of Jesus. His team of youth 
and their leaders boldly spoke in 
front of crowds, and one-on-one, 
about what it means to know Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. With 
the help of our volunteer trans-
lators, teens from 14 to 19 years 
of age were very intentional, yet 
perceptive in approaching the stu-
dents who watched their gospel 
skits and listened to their person-
al testimonies and who seemed 
moved by the message. Only eter-
nity will reveal exactly who and 
how many surrendered their lives 
to Christ through their e� orts, but 
there were over 150 who publicly 
professed Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior during the course of our 
days of ministry together. We 
know from the Scriptures that 
there is rejoicing in heaven over 

the repentance of each lost person 
(Luke 15:7), but we’re also happy 
that these young witnesses of 
Christ had the privilege of being 
used by the Lord to have a part in 
that spiritual birth.

Our Projeto Vida team of evan-
gelists loved the time spent togeth-
er with their American brothers 
and sisters. � ey only knew from 
a prior visit a couple of the teens 
from the group of 18, but before 

the week was up, 
they seemed like 
lifelong family 
members. � ere 
was a lot of sad-
ness and tears 
on the day of 
departure, but 
they know that 
goodbyes come 
with the terri-
tory of mission 
work. Our team 
of 13 missionar-
ies went straight 
from their week 
of work with our 
Virginian friends 
to begin another 
week of outreach 
in a couple of 
coastal towns a 

little more than an hour from their 
home base. � e Lord continued to 
bless and use their e� orts in shar-
ing the gospel. Hundreds of teens 
heard the Word and many came to 
know Christ.

Our missionaries to Portu-
gal, Yago and Manoela, continue 
faithfully teaching and sharing 
the Word there. Portugal is de� -
nitely not "white unto harvest" like 
much of Brazil, but they are being 
obedient to preach the gospel to 
the “uttermost parts of the world.” 
Please remember them in your 
prayers.

Next week, Charlene and I are 
returning on another mission trip 
to Brazil with a small group of 
dedicated soul-winners. We have 
partnered with some of them on 
several occasions and we rejoice 
at the opportunity to do so again. 
Our ministry plan will be very 

similar to what we did with the 
group I mentioned earlier, but 
there are no teens in this group. 
What is evident is that the Lord 
can, and will, use anyone who is 
willing to o� er themselves to Him 
to take the gospel to the lost and 
needy. Some of these volunteers 
are grandparents who are having 
the most fruitful times of their life. 
Why don’t you come too? � ere 
are no limits to how God can use 
you.

In Christ’s love,
Bobby and Charlene Wacaser

"What is evident 
is that the Lord 
can, and will, 

use anyone who 
is willing to off er 

themselves to 
Him to take the 
gospel to the 

lost and needy."
Bobby Wacaser

Bobby & 
Charlene 
Wacaser
bobbymichael_1@hotmail.com
Rua Laudelino Ferreira Lopes, 279
Sobrado 1, Novo Mundo
81050-310 Curitiba, PR. Brasil

"Why don’t 
you come too? 
There are no 
limits to how 
God can use 

you."

mailto:bobbymichael_1@hotmail.com
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September 26, 2024
Dear Friends and Supporters,
Greetings in the name of our 

Lord! We hope this newsletter 
� nds you well and � lled with 
the joy of serving Christ. We are 
excited to have received Daniel 
Akers, Shamma Lorredan, and 
Glenn Tolson from Heritage Bap-
tist Church, Lexington, KY. � ey 
were here on a vision trip to Brazil, 
which took place from September 
3 to 17. � e purpose of the trip 
was to map out 
future plans for 
yearly church 
mission trips 
to Brazil.

Together, we 
embarked on 
this journey 
with a heart full 
of anticipation 
and a desire 
to strengthen 
our partner-
ships in the 
� eld. � e bulk 
of our trip was 
spent in São 
Paulo, where 
we visited our 
church plant-
ing framework 
for evangelism, 
disc ipleship, 
and leadership 
development. It 
was inspiring to 
see these men engage with Brazil-
ian people and witness their dedi-
cation and passion for missions 
and our partnership to spread the 
Gospel in this vibrant city.

One of the key highlights was 
our visit to Raquel's foster care 
ministry. � is impactful initiative 
not only provides a safe haven for 
at-risk children but also serves 
as a platform for sharing the love 
of Christ with families in need. I 
was grateful for the opportunity to 
share Raquel's passion for foster 
care, connect with those involved 

A VISION TRIP TO BRAZIL

Shamma Lorredan, Daniel Akers, & Glenn Tolson with Jud Hatcher

Raquel and visitors exchanging 
ideas about how they can 

collaborate with what God
has done through ABBA. 

View more pictures on 
our FaithWorks Blog!

bfmnow.org/faithworks-blog

in this ministry, and explore 
ways to support those e� orts.

� e three men also joined us 
for a day at the soccer school and 
ministered to young athletes. 
While in São Paulo, they also 
learned of other sports evange-
lism opportunities in basket-
ball and volleyball as potential 
opportunities for future sports 
mission trips. � ey received an 
invitation to speak at our kids' 
school - PACA. Shamma shared 
his powerful testimony of salva-
tion, how he became a profes-
sional musician, his survival of 
the 2010 Haiti earthquake, and 
how the Lord equipped him to 
serve as a pastor in Lexington, 

KY.
Additional-

ly, we traveled 
to the Marília 
and Corné-
lio Procópio 
regions to con-
nect with the 
pastors and 
churches of 
the Together-
ness Network. 
In Cornélio, 
we gathered 
with pastors, 
pastors in 
training, and 
spouses to dis-
cuss a bilateral 
par tnership 
in ministry. 
This meeting 

inspired every-
one, and the 
repercussions 
will produce a 

lingering positive impact. Daniel 
and Shamma spoke at the Pas-
tors' Symposium in Duartina, 
where they preached on "� e 
Legacy of Faithful Preaching 
in Pastoral Ministry" and "� e 
Legacy of Integrity in Pastoral 
Ministry". It was a signi� cant 
symposium full of enthusiasm 
and encouragement for pastors, 
aspiring pastors, and spouses. 
Everyone's dedication to the 
Gospel inspired us, and it was a 
time of mutual edi� cation.

During the second weekend 

Judson & 
Raquel Hatcher
judsonhatcher@gmail.com 
(859) 317-1192
São Paulo, Brasil

of our trip, we joined Bobby and 
Charlene Wacaser in Curitiba. Here, 
we learned about Projeto Vida and 
the church's ongoing e� orts to reach 
the community through evangelism 
and discipleship. Together, we were 
able to have a � rsthand experience of 
the depth and scope of the Wacaser's 
ministry in Curitiba. � e signi� -
cance of the church's Bible training 
for adults and the children's ministry 
is self-evident.

As we re� ect on this trip, we are 
grateful for Heritage Baptist Church. 
We are also thankful for your con-
tinued support and prayers. Your 
partnership enables us to engage in 
this vital work, and we are excited 
about the future opportunities that 
lie ahead. Please o� er prayers for the 
ongoing ministries in Brazil so that 
they may bear fruit for the Kingdom 
and that more people will experience 

the love of Christ. 
On another note, the soccer 

school continues to be a power-
ful tool for evangelism in São 
Paulo. � is last month, we had 
two friendly games with other 
soccer teams, during which I was 
able to openly share about Christ. 
� rough this program, we can 
connect with athletes and their 
families, sharing the Gospel and 
fostering relationships that lead 
to discipleship. � e soccer school 
not only opens doors for sharing 
the Good News but also provides 
us an opportunity for discipling 
new Christians and developing 
leadership within the sport. We 
have seen � rsthand how the Lord 
uses this initiative to minister to 
numerous families in their homes, 
creating a ripple e� ect of faith and 
transformation. 

� ank you for standing with us 
in this mission. We look forward 
to sharing more updates and sto-
ries of God's faithfulness in the 
coming months. 

Always grateful,
Jud & Raquel

mailto:judsonhatcher@gmail.com
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BAPTIST FAITH MISSIONS
THANKSGIVING OFFERING FAQ

(Frequently Asked Questions)

Offering

Will you please take the time to read this appeal for 
a much-needed generous � anksgiving O� ering? 
Maybe you have not given in previous years. May we 
explain the importance of the � anksgiving O� ering 
for the continued support of your missionaries? And 
may we invite you to join us this year in giving to 
supply the bene� ts and services we have committed 
to our missionaries?!  � ank you!

1. "WHY DO WE HAVE A THANKSGIVING OFFER-
ING?"
We have a � anksgiving O� ering because WE 
NEED IT for the coming year to supply the � nancial 
commitments we have made to our missionaries for 
the services and bene� ts we provide from a common 
contribution receptacle account called the “Mis-
sionary Support Fund.” � e monthly contributions 
we receive for the Missionary Support Fund are not 
su�  cient to supply ALL of the bene� ts and services 
we commit to provide for our missionaries. So, we 
NEED the � anksgiving O� ering to supplement the 
monthly Missionary Support Fund o� erings. 

2. "WHY IS THE THANKSGIVING OFFERING SO 
IMPORTANT?"
� e � anksgiving O� ering is ESSENTIAL because 
it is the only source of funds for supplying many 
of our missionaries’ needs during the coming year.  
� ose services and bene� ts NOT su�  ciently funded 
by monthly o� erings to the Missionary Support 
Fund are supplied by contributions received in the 
� anksgiving O� ering.

3. "WHAT SERVICES AND BENEFITS DOES THE 
THANKSGIVING  OFFERING HELP PROVIDE?"
� e � anksgiving O� ering enables us to provide 
the services and bene� ts we have committed to our 
missionaries “as the Lord provides” – in addition to 
monthly salary, housing and ministry allowances, and 
hospitalization.  � ese bene� ts include: 
     • reimbursements for missionaries' Furlough 
(Home Assignment) airfare/transportation expenses 
to and from the � eld
     • reimbursements for their hospitalization 
personal deductibles for the year (their personal 
deductible is $1000 and we reimburse them $600 
of that amount)
     • children’s school/education expenses (if funds 
are available)
   • expenses for mailing BFM News & Reports (mis-
sionaries' monthly letters, reports, updates -- and a 
brief summary report of all o� erings given through 
BFM that month)
    • expenses for maintaining Stateside o�  ce for 
communication and daily services – there are a lot of 
activities that go on Stateside to keep our missionar-
ies functioning on their � elds of service
   
4. "HOW ELSE IS THE MISSIONARY SUPPORT FUND 
SUPPLIED?"
� e primary supply for the Missionary Support 
Fund is from monthly o� erings that are given to the 
Missionary Support Fund. � ese monthly Mission-
ary Support Fund o� erings are used to supply the 
“Essential Missionary Support” [EMS] that we have 
committed to the missionaries for their standard 
essential monthly expenses.  � ese include:

• their monthly salary
• their monthly standard housing allowance
• their monthly standard ministry allowance
• their monthly hospitalization premium
• expenses for printing BFM News & Reports – their 

monthly newsletters, reports, and updates 
We just wish to reiterate – and we cannot over-empha-
size – that we have no sources of funding for these 

committed bene� ts other than the monthly Missionary 
Support Fund and the � anksgiving O� ering. If we do 
not receive the necessary funding through these two 
contribution streams, we cannot disburse the bene� ts.   

5. "WHY IS THE THANKSGIVING OFFERING GIVEN 
AT THE  THANKSGIVING SEASON?"

• � e BFM � anksgiving O� ering began many 
years ago in conjunction with the annual � anksgiv-
ing Missionary Conference in the Detroit-area and 
has continued that way to this day.

• Also, the � anksgiving season is good reminder 
of the thanks we owe God for His Indescribable Gi�  
in Jesus Christ – and our � anksgiving O� ering is a 
good way to express that thanks.

• And, the � anksgiving season and O� ering is 
a good occasion for us to give missionary o� erings 
so others, also, may hear the blessed Good News of 
salvation through Christ…and, in this way, share 
our � anksgivings to God with others and MUL-
TIPLY STILL MORE THANKSGIVINGS TO GOD.

• See 2 Corinthians 9.11-15 

6. "HOW CAN I GIVE MY THANKSGIVING OFFER-
ING?"
If your church receives a � anksgiving O� ering 
for the missionaries supported through BFM, then 
we encourage you to give your o� ering through 
your church.  Most of the � anksgiving O� erings 
that are given by churches are made up by the vol-
untary o� erings of individual members who give 
to the O� ering.  Pastors, we encourage you to give 
your church the opportunity to contribute to our BFM 
� anksgiving O� ering.

7. "WHAT IF MY CHURCH DOES NOT RECEIVE A 
BFM  THANKSGIVING OFFERING?"
If your church does not participate in the � anks-
giving O� ering, you may send your personal gi�  to 
the Treasurer of BFM and designate it "� anksgiving 
O� ering."  

Baptist Faith Missions / Pastor George Sledd, 
Treasurer 
P.O. Box 471280 
Lake Monroe FL 32747-1280  

You can also give online at www.bfmnow.org and 
click on ‘Give’ and designate for ‘� anksgiving O� er-
ing’ in the memo � eld.

8. "CAN I GIVE MY THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
ONLY AROUND THANKSGIVING … OR DURING 
NOVEMBER?"
No. Many churches and individual Friends of BFM 
give on or around “� anksgiving Sunday.” How-
ever, o� erings begin coming in before November 
and continue to come in to the Treasurer during 
the months following November, and sometimes 
on into the next year. You can give your � anksgiv-
ing O� ering any time.  But, all o� erings designated 
"� anksgiving O� ering" go toward the same collective 
O� ering for that year. 

9. "HOW IS THE "EVERY FRIEND A GIVING FRIEND" 
PERSONAL  GIVING MINISTRY PERTINENT TO THE 
THANKSGIVING  OFFERING?"
We introduced the "EVERY FRIEND A GIVING 
FRIEND" ministry and plan during the 2003 � anks-
giving Conference. “Every Friend a Giving Friend”
encourages each of our missionaries’ friends to 
personally participate in regular giving to the Mis-
sionary Support Fund. � is plan is nothing new or 
unique; it is just another way to express and articu-
late what the Friends of BFM have been doing since 
the inception of the Mission. 

It is also patterned a� er the instructions Paul gives 
us in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9: that is, 

1. to purpose in your heart to give an o� ering 
(9:7)

2. to give as generous an o� ering as God enables 
you (8:1-3 & 9:6) 

3. to ask God – and trust Him – to supply you 
with the funds you will need to give the o� ering (9:8) 

4. to plan and begin preparing even a year ahead 
of time (as Paul instructed the Corinthians and the 
other churches to do) (8:10-11 & 9:2) 

5. to give your o� erings to the Lord and to the 
Lord's missionaries willingly and cheerfully (9:7) 

6. to express your love and obedience to the Lord 
through your generous giving (8:8 & 9:13)

7. to give as your response to Jesus Christ’s grace 
and gi�  of Himself to you (8:9 & 9:15)   

We encourage every Friend of BFM to be a Giving 
Friend and give a personal � anksgiving O� ering 
to help supply our missionaries' needs that are met 
through the monthly Missionary Support Fund.

"EVERY FRIEND A GIVING FRIEND" also challenges 
each Friend of BFM to personally participate in mis-
sions by giving monthly o� erings over and above the 
regular tithes and o� erings you give to your church to 
meet the needs of your local church's ministries. We 
encourage each Giving Friend to make a personal 
commitment to either begin giving or increase your 
giving each month to the Missionary Support Fund.

10. "WHY DO YOU SET GOALS FOR THE THANKS-
GIVING OFFERING?" 
We set goals because the goal amount is keyed to 
the projected needs we expect to provide for the 
coming year of missionary ministry. And, when we 
increase the commitments, services, and bene� ts 
we give our missionaries so they can better ful� ll 
their ministries, our needs for the necessary funds 
increase also. 

And, please remember with us that we cannot approve 
and commit to increasing the services and bene� ts 
we provide for our missionaries unless we believe the 
Lord will supply those funds through your giving.

OUR 2024-25
THANKSGIVING OFFERING

GOAL IS $50,000.00.
Would you please pray and ask the Lord of the Harvest 
what he would have you give to this year's � anks-
giving O� ering?  And then ask Him also to supply 
you with that gi�  from his inexhaustible resources 
of Grace?

� ank You, GIVING FRIENDS!

http://www.bfmnow.org
https://www.bfmnow.org/thanksgiving-offering-faq-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.bfmnow.org/thanksgiving-offering-faq-frequently-asked-questions/
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You can make a
secure donation online with a 
check or credit card. 
Just click the Give button
on our homepage at
www.bfmnow.org

Give
Online



WAYS TO GIVE

Mail a 
Check
All o� erings should be addressed to: 

BFM, c/o George Sledd
P.O. Box 471280
Lake Monroe, FL 32747-1280

If your o� ering is for a speci� c 
missionary or project, it should be so 
designated.

The greatest need each month is for 
the Missionary Support Fund.

www.facebook.com/
BFMnow

www.twitter.com/
BFMnow

Follow BFM on
Social Media

www.instagram.com/
BFMnow

We encourage you to like, share,
and retweet our posts!

THANKSGIVING OFFERING APPEAL
     Will you pray about and consider giv-
ing your personal o� ering toward the 2024 
THANKSGIVING OFFERING?
     � ere is just no way that we can exaggerate 
or over-state the importance of our � anks-
giving O� ering. � e � anksgiving O� ering 
is indispensable if we are to maintain provid-
ing our missionaries with the levels of service 
and bene� ts we are giving them now – and we 
certainly can’t increase the bene� ts we give 
them without a very generous � anksgiving 
O� ering.
     All the o� erings given to the � anksgiving 
O� ering go directly toward the support of our 
missionaries by funding the commitments, 
bene� ts, and services we give them over the 
course of the next year.

Consider these truths:
▶ All the commitments, bene� ts, and ser-

vices we give our missionaries are funded 
through o� erings and contributions given 
to the Missionary Support Fund

▶ � e only contribution streams that sup-
ply the Missionary Support Fund are the 
monthly o� erings given to the Missionary 
Support Fund and the THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING

▶ � e monthly Missionary Support Fund
contributions do not sustain all the accrued 
annual disbursements for the commit-
ments, bene� ts, and services we give our 
missionaries

▶ � erefore, we need and depend upon the 
THANKSGIVING OFFERINGS to make 
up for the monthly de� cits we will incur in 
providing the commitments, bene� ts, and 
services we give our missionaries over the 
upcoming year

▶ � is year’s THANKSGIVING OFFERING 
will make up for next year’s monthly de� cits

in Missionary Sup-
port Fund contribu-
tions and disburse-
ments

▶ IF WE DO NOT RE-
CEIVE SUFFICIENT 
THANKSGIV-
ING OFFERING 
FUNDS NOW IN 
ADVANCE OF 
NEXT YEAR’S 
DISBURSE-
MENTS, THEN 
WE WILL HAVE 
NO CHOICE BUT 
TO REDUCE 
THE COMMIT-
MENTS, BENE-
FITS, AND SERVICES WE GIVE TO OUR 
MISSIONARIES

o we have no other reserves, subsidies, 
or endowments to draw from or fall 
back on

o we cannot borrow money to operate 
▶ So, it is essential that we all give as gener-

ously as possible so our missionaries’ needs 
will be supplied

▶ Will you give a generous personal 
THANKSGIVING OFFERING right now?

o and, at the same time, may we en-
courage you to commit to making 
monthly – even recurring – of-
ferings to the Missionary Support 
Fund!

▶ Your missionaries’ needs will be met – and 
thanksgivings to God will abound and 
increase and continue!

WE NEED 
TO REACH 
FOR OUR 

$50,000.00
THANKSGIVING

OFFERING 
GOAL!

Offering

GIVE NOW!

THANKSGIVING 
OFFERING FAQ 
(Frequently Asked Questions)
Visit our FaithWorks Blog 
to learn more about this 
off ering and some of our 
most frequently asked 
questions.
www.bfmnow.org/tgiving-faq/

http://www.bfmnow.org
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.instagram.com/
http://www.bfmnow.org/tgiving-faq/
https://www.bfmnow.org/thanksgiving-offering-appeal-2/
https://portals.icheckgateway.com/BFMNow/
https://www.bfmnow.org/thanksgiving-offering-faq-frequently-asked-questions/
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PRAY & PRAISE
► ODALI & KATHY BARROS: PRAISE 
GOD for the new workers in Ubim! 
PRAY for the families at Pedras 
Vivas as they reach out to their 
neighbors. [P 1]
► JOHN MARK & JUDY HATCHER: 
PRAISE GOD for bring a family back 
to southern France who is very 
active in their congregation! PRAY 
for those they are witnessing to.  
[P 3]
► JUD & RAQUEL HATCHER: PRAISE 
GOD for a visit from Heritage 
Baptist Church! PRAY for the 
churches in the Togetherness 
Network, Pray for  Raquel's foster 
care ministry and the soccer 
ministry. [P 5]
► AJ & BARBARA HENSLEY: PRAISE 
GOD for the completion of the fi rst 
graduatioN! PRAISE GOD for the 
new seminary student from the 
jungle! PRAY for AJ and Barbara 
as they travel to Brazil in October.  
[P 8]
► ROGER & JULIE TATE: PRAISE GOD 
for a new school year with students 
representing 7 diff erent countries! 
PRAY that God would use them 
mightily in His service and for the 
Kingdom of His Son. [P 2] 
► BOBBY & CHARLENE WACASER: 
PRAISE GOD for the team and those 
who professed Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior! PRAY for the Lord’s 
blessing on their upcoming mission 
trip. [P 4]

PRAY ALSO FOR OUR OTHER 
FAITHFUL MISSIONARY 

FAMILIES!
MIKE & BEVERLY CREIGLOW

...IN THIS ISSUE

www.bfmnow.org


THANKSGIVING OFFERING APPEAL

Offering

WE NEED TO REACH FOR OUR $50,000.00
THANKSGIVING OFFERING GOAL!
Will you pray about and consider giving your personal off ering 
toward the 2024 THANKSGIVING OFFERING?

 More inside on page 7 // FAQ on page 6

September 9, 2024
Dear friends and family,
With the conference and the � rst gradua-

tion for the Master of Arts in Pastoral Minis-
tries behind us, we must get back to the work 
at hand. But just let me say what a blessed 
accomplishment it all was. AWESOME!!!! 
� e end of classes for this semester and the 
completion of exams. � e classes were � e-
ology of Missions and Lexicon Hebrew. All 
passed with � ying colors. 

We are truly blessed because God has sent 
us a Brazilian to be one of our professors. He 
will teach for the Bluegrass Baptist Seminary 
in the class for Pastoral Ministries. He also is 
the Pastor of the Bible Baptist Church in the 
center of São Paulo.

� is church sold their old building and are 
now in a construction project that hopefully 

will be completed in June of 2025. � e plans 
for the grand opening is to coincide with the 
graduation of the � rst Zoom classes we were 
able to have a� er COVID. � is opened a new 
era for us there in Brazil.  � ese are friends of 
the Seminary and our friends also. 

We would like to introduce you to one of 
our newest students. We met him in Manaus 
in July and he showed great interest in enter-
ing into the Seminary. We soon discovered 
that there would be some LARGE hurdles to 
jump but we always say, “� ere is nothing too 
big for God to conquer,” so the class is taught 
at 7 o’clock and that is 8 o'clock in Brazil. Not 
such a big obstacle, but this student lives and 
works in the jungle. And he only had solar 
powered energy so he could only receive the 
classes in the daylight hours. Not such a big 

deal, right? So, we are now recording the 
classes and he can listen during the day 

NEW SEMINARY 
STUDENT FROM 
THE JUNGLE

Thanksgiving
Missions Conference
NOVEMBER 11 - 12, 2024

Details & Full Schedule inside on page 3
Continued inside

on page 3 - HENSLEY

AJ & Barbara 
Hensley
ajcaragua@gmail.com
30524 Mimi St
Sebring, FL 33870-0530
859-539-1424 Barb
859-539-2302 Aj

http://www.bfmnow.org
http://www.bfmnow.org
mailto:ajcaragua@gmail.com
https://www.bfmnow.org/thanksgiving-offering-appeal-2/
https://www.bfmnow.org/category/mike-beverly-creiglow-brazil/
https://www.bfmnow.org/new-seminary-student-from-the-jungle/



